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February 25, 2008 John 9:1-39 

 
1 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 

2 
His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 
 

3 
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the 

work of God might be displayed in his life. 
4 

As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who 

sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 
5 

While I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world." 
 

6 
Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 

man's eyes. 
7 

"Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man 

went and washed, and came home seeing. 
 

13 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 

14 
Now the day on which 

Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 
15 

Therefore the Pharisees 

also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I 

washed, and now I see." 
 

16 
Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 

Sabbath."  

But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 
 

17 
Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was 

your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." 
 

34 
To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And 

they threw him out. 
35 

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he 

said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 
36 

"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I 

may believe in him." 
 

37 
Jesus said, "You have seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 

 

38 
Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 

 

39 
Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and 

those who see will become blind." (NIV) 

 

Jesus Produces a Miraculous Mud Pie 

 

When children play in the mud, their parents tend to get angry over their dirty clothes.  When Jesus 

plays in the mud, miraculous things happen.   

 

The miracles of today's text all happen behind the scenes.   

Jesus stays in the background – yet he becomes the center of attention – His light shines. 

 

Before this text Jesus was almost put to death for telling the Jews He was alive at Abraham’s time.  

Jesus was claiming to be God.  He also told the Pharisees they were children of the devil.  They didn’t 

like that.  So Jesus had to get away from them.  He had to work behind the scenes more until He got to 

the cross. 

 

As they were walking along the roads of Jerusalem – they see this blind man.   

The disciples asked, “who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"   

Jesus answered, Neither this man nor his parents sinned.   
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Blindness was not the result of a specific sin or a specific punishment due to a sin.  Sometimes we 

think this way.  My grandma thought that her daughter died as a toddler because she loved her too 

much.   

 

That's not how it works.  All pain and suffering in this world is a result of sin and death entering the 

world through one man's sin.  But this doesn't mean that every back ache or headache or car crash has a 

specific judgment from God behind it.   Sometimes we don’t know why things happen.  We just have 

to trust. 

 

But Jesus does give a reason why he was blind.  This happened so that the work of God might be 

displayed in his life.   Think about that for a second.   

God let this man remain blind for 30 years so that at this time and place in his life God could use him to 

tell people that Jesus is the Christ. 

That’s a long time to go blind.  But God had a good purpose for him and through him in the end.   

 

Jesus used spit, dirt, and a blind man. People don’t like to have spit touch them.  They don’t like mud 

either.  Jesus used a pool that plenty of other people had used.   He put spit mixed mud on the man's 

eyes and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam.  Imagine the blind man walking with mud on his eyes.  

What a cruel hoax this could have been.  He had to trust Jesus' words as he made the journey.   

When the man was then healed, Jesus was nowhere to be found.    

 

The story goes on.  Everyone wants to know WHO did it. 

The family and the blind man are asked.   

How would the blind man answer?  The Pharisees wanted him to say Jesus was a sinner. 

The blind man had some spiritual training.  He knew about prayer and the son of man to come.   

Instead of denying Jesus – this man who was once ignored by society boldly confessed Jesus  had done 

His miracle by the power of God! The Pharisees threw him out of the temple.   

 

Jesus wanted him to know more.  So he found the man who was blind.   

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?" 
36 

"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." 
37 

Jesus said, "You have seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 
38 

Then the man said, 

"Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.   

Jesus showed the man that Jesus was the one who was prophesied in the Old Testament.   

The man was brought to faith in Jesus as the Savior.  He worshiped Jesus immediately as His Lord and 

His God.  He was given physical sight and full spiritual sight as well.  This was what God wanted all of 

the long for this man.  

 

Jesus used this blind guy - a man who had no status in the city up - to profess Jesus' name and status to 

the Pharisees.  It is amazing how Jesus works in such hidden ways.  He does His work through spit and 

dirt.   

He does it through a lifelong blind beggar that nobody else cared about.  Through these weak things 

Jesus said,  “I am the Light of the world."   

 

It was a powerful witness.  Look at how the people tried to ignore it.  They claimed that the blind man 
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really wasn't the blind man.  They said, “Jesus broke the Sabbath.” 

The light is so bright You have to try your hardest to shut your eyes to it, or believe that He is who He 

says He is. It is as Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see 

and those who see will become blind."   

 

You were like the blind man.  You were born in the darkness of unbelief and under Satan's dominion.  

God saw you and rescued you with the water of baptism.  He washed your dirty sins away. 

He gave you the Holy Spirit.  He gave you Jesus blood.  He gave you holiness.  He gave you faith – the 

ability to see and believe who Jesus is.  He opened your eyes to see that you have heaven free of 

charge. 

 

Think about who you are.    

He wants to speak through you.  He's waiting for you to use the opportunities God is laying out for you.  

Who knows that he hasn't allowed a sickness or trouble to come to you so that in your own place you 

will have opportunity to profess Christ, just like this once blind man.   

You are light in a dark world.  If that is what you naturally are, it takes effort to hide it.  Why would 

you want to?  Don't be afraid to be who you are.  Don't be afraid of what people will say.  What are you 

ashamed of?   

 

Weak as you are, dust as you are, God has formed you to send a message to your own little world that 

Jesus is the Light of the World.  Don't close your eyes to this wonderful miracle God has worked on 

you.  You were blind, but now you see.   

 

When it rains outside, it always causes us more work when our dog comes in with muddy paws.   

Mud is something that people don't like to get into.  It dirties their clothes.  It gets on their carpet and 

their cars.  It makes their shoes dirty.  Yet mud can also be used to have plants grow.  People have used 

it to bake bricks and build houses. 

 

This morning Jesus has spat on the ground.   He has made some mud and applied it to the blind man's 

eyes.  But when Jesus plays in the mud, it becomes miraculous.  Through faith the blind man went to 

the pool and washed.  The blind man who had never seen a sunrise or sunset, never seen the face of his 

parents, was able to see.  But that wasn't good enough for Jesus.  He went to the man.  He showed him 

Himself.  He showed him salvation.  All through a little mud cake.   

 

Whenever He works on you, however He works on you, no matter what kind of mud you get on 

yourself, He will do whatever it takes to make you see and tell who He is, the Light of the world – our 

Savior.  He wants you to spread that Light and be that Light, for that is what you are.  Amen.    


